HISTORY OF CHAFTER 4&1” OF THE NATIONAIL HONOR COCIETY
Near the beginning of the precent century, when great
increaces in enrollment in the cecondary schools of the
country stimulated the development of the social aspecte

of high echool through extracurriculsr activit.es, forward-
looking educators began to realize that seholarship wag not
receiving ite rightful emphacsic among the c=ocial and =th-
letic activitiee which already were holding the center of
the ctage. Incentives to improve ccholarship had long been
part of the administrative routine of American schools, but
little effort had been made to provide social stimulation
of echolarehip, by having the decire to improve come from
the ctudent body iteelf.

The firet high-school honor society that had as its
rrimary aim the encouragement of high ccholarehip was the
Fhi Beta f£igma, organized the lact day of the school year
in 1907 by five girls of high ccholastic ctanding. Under
the direction of Dr. Wm. B. Owne, principal of the old
Cfouth £ide Academy in Chicago, the orgenization continued
when the Academy became a part of the University of Chicago
High Echool in 1904, and ¢till exicte ag an independent
cociety, although its rules and regulations are very cimi-
lar to thore of the National Honor fociety,

The idea of an honor cociety for high cchools on a
nationwide bacie spread rapidly, and in 1919 a committee
propocred formation of cuch a cociety to the National Acso-
ciation of Secondary-fchool Frincipals at their Chicago
meeting. The proporal was quickly accepted and the American
Torch fociety later to be the National Honor Coclety was
founded.

lMlembers of the National Honor ¢ociety muct meet the
qualifications of local and national concstitutions. The:e
qualifications have varied clightly through the yeare on
such ideas ge level of ccholacstic attainment and age of
candidates., At the present time juniors in the third term
and cenlors are accepted into Sraintree's society upon
reaching a 7,2 average in four areas: scholarship, ch racter,
leaderchip, and service,

Our chapter was ctarted officially with the first induc-
tlon of 77 ctudents on May 15, 1952. Niss Edna M. Farker wac
made advicor to the organization. Che was succeeded in
ceptember, 1961 by lise Virginia C. Olcon.

Chapter 4617 hopes to continue its rtimulation of =ocial
and scholartic interect for many more productive yeare,
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Donna J. Hurd, Hictorian

June, 1962




